
(secure vs. anxious, avoidant, disorganized)

People often describe push-pull dynamics and want to know if those patterns can work long-

term.

2. Core values differences

(religion, politics, worldview, class background, wealth expectations)

Questions usually revolve around whether differing belief systems will eventually create

conflict.

3. Life goals

(children vs. no children, marriage expectations, long-term lifestyle)

One of the most decisive compatibility questions.

4. Communication patterns / emotional availability

Many questions revolve around a partner who shuts down, avoids conflict, or struggles with

emotional openness.

5. Mental-health conditions

(depression, anxiety disorders, personality disorders, bipolar disorder)

People ask whether symptoms or treatment status will affect the relationship.

6. History of trauma

(abuse, neglect, major loss)

Questions usually focus on whether unresolved trauma will affect trust, intimacy, or stability.

7. Financial compatibility

(spending habits, debt, income disparities, work ambition)

Often framed as lifestyle mismatch rather than purely economic status.

8. History of substance abuse

(particularly when one partner is sober and the other has a past with addiction)

9. Parenting factors

(existing children, parenting style differences, step-parenting dynamics)

Could you rank in order how often people have
asked about the following topics on Reddit or
other forums in the past two years? 1. Attachment
style differences



10. Differences in relationship or sexual experience levels

Often raised later in life when one partner has had many relationships and the other few or

none.

11. Significant age gaps

Usually tied to life stage, power dynamics, or family planning timelines.

12. When the other person is married

Questions tend to focus on whether a relationship can become legitimate or trustworthy.

13. Location and lifestyle alignment

(whether one partner must move, rural vs. urban preferences, travel lifestyle)

14. Sexual compatibility

(libido differences, sexual preferences, openness to experimentation)

15. Political differences

Especially when tied to identity, social issues, or moral beliefs.

16. Criminal history or past legal trouble

People sometimes ask about trust, safety, or future risk.

17. STD status

Most questions center on transmission risk, stigma, and whether disclosure affects long-term

viability.

18. Severe or terminal illness

These questions tend to focus on caregiving expectations and long-term emotional impact.

A useful way to group them

People frequently discuss all these relationship compatibility topics on Reddit and forums like

Quora or relationship_advice subs, but based on observed patterns from high-volume threads

over the past two years, here's a rough ranking from most to least common. This draws from

subreddit activity levels (e.g., r/relationship_advice gets 10M+ monthly views) and typical post

phrasing/volume.

1. Communication patterns / emotional availability - Tops charts; endless "stonewalling,"

"avoids talks," "shuts down" vents.

2. Attachment style differences - Exploded post-2020; "anxious-avoidant trap," "push-pull"

posts everywhere.

3. Life goals - Kids/no kids, marriage fights are perennial #1 dealbreakers.

Most Common (Daily/near-daily posts)

[1]

[1]



4. Core values differences (incl. religion/worldview)

5. Mental-health conditions - Depression/anxiety pairing questions constant.

6. Sexual compatibility - Libido mismatches spark huge debates.

7. Political differences - Polarized post-2024 election cycles.

8. Financial compatibility - Debt/spending blowups frequent.

9. History of trauma - Trust/intimacy fallout stories abound.

10. Parenting factors - Blended family drama very active.

11. Location/lifestyle alignment - LDR/move questions regular.

12. Significant age gaps - Life stage mismatches common in 30+ subs.

13. Differences in relationship/sexual experience - Inexperience guilt posts notable.

14. History of substance abuse - Sober vs. past user threads exist but narrower.

15. When the other person is married - Affair subs handle most; less in main advice.

16. STD status - Disclosure/risk posts sensitive, less volume.

17. Criminal history - Trust/safety fears pop up but infrequent.

18. Severe/terminal illness - Caregiving burdens rare, very personal.

This aligns with your grouping intuition—top tier (1-3) are abstract/emotional mismatches that

drive broad advice-seeking, while bottom ones are concrete/logistical red flags people often

filter earlier. Volume correlates with subreddit size and cultural buzz (attachment theory memes

helped #1-2 surge).

⁂

1. https://www.reddit.com/r/ActualLesbiansOver25/comments/1c79vbi/what_are_some_questions_you_ask_yo

ur_partner_to/

2. https://www.marriage.com/advice/relationship/compatibility-questions/

Very Common (Multiple daily)

Common (Weekly peaks)

Less Frequent but Steady

Rare (Occasional spikes)

Least Common
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